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Hard boiled, but still in tune

The Hong Kong
Police Band is
bringing bagpipes
and Kilts to the Expo,
Zhang Kun reports.

he Hong Kong Police
Band is bringing its bag-
pipes, Scottish tartans,
and broad repertoire of
ethnic ballads, classic songs and
modern pop hits to Shanghai.

The band, which has a history of
more than 50 years, brings together
traditional and modern elements
from the Asian metropolis,
including the British legacy from
its colonial age and other Asian
and Indian music.

The troupe’s arrival is part of the
Expo’s Hong Kong Week, which
runs from Oct 18 to 22.

In a recent rehearsal, the band’s
wind section played the pop tune
I Want Nobody But You in an
energetic manner that made audi-
ence members want to get up and
dance.

“We can play Chinese folk songs
and music from Southeast Asian
countries. That’s our specialty, in
communication with other mili-
tary bands around the world,” said
Leung Bo-kun, chief inspector of
the Hong Kong Police Force.

All the band members have to
pass physical tests for the Hong
Kong police force. Theoretically,
they can drop their instruments
at any time and pick up guns to
protect Hong Kong citizens from
criminals.

“Our band members don't patrol
the streets or carry out regular
police duties, because we already
have a busy schedule of perfor-
mances,” Leung said.

“We perform for official and
public events, and charity events,
but we don’t do commercial per-
formances.

“It is difficult to join us, because
you don’t just have to play an
instrument — you also have to
pass the test for police enrollment,
such as shooting,” he said.

“However, musicians are
sometimes not so strong, so I
have to tell them to work out
and build up their bodies before
applying”

More than 50 of the 84 band
members will participate in the
performances in Shanghai.

They will be accompanied by

dancers that represent different
aspects of Hong Kong culture, as
well as signature images of the city,
such as fish balls on a string and
Oceania Park mascots.

On Oct 16 and 17, the band will
perform twice a day at Century
Square on Nanjing Road Pedestri-
an Street, at 1 pm and 6 pm. After
this, it will hold mini concerts in
the Expo Garden’s Celebration
Square on Oct 18 and 19, at 3 pm
and 5 pm. It will also feature in the
Expo’s daily parade along the Expo
Boulevard.

The band was founded as an
amateur group of 20 members in
1951. Three years later, a bagpipe
section was added. The pipe band
adopted Maclntosh tartans in
memory of one of their former
police commissioners, who was of
Scottish ancestry.

HIGHLIGHTS
OF HONG
KONG WEEK

Hong Kong Week will
launch with a gala per-
formance on the Expo'’s
BaoSteel Stage on Oct
20 with performances
by famous pop singers
from the region.

A giant 3D cartoon
book will form the cen-
terpiece of the show,
with each page repre-
senting different aspects
of Hong Kong.

Performers drawn
from the Hong Kong
Children and Juvenile
Cantonese Opera
Troupe, aged between
4 and 19, will show their
skills on the stage from
Oct 18-22.

In the same building,
young artists’ creations
from four universities in
Hong Kong will also be
exhibited.

Meanwhile, a parade
will run through the
Expo Garden daily from
Oct 18-22, with jazz
singer Ginger Kwan
serving as one of the
highlights.

The Hong Kong Sin-
fonietta will cap the
week's festivities by
performing Stravinsky’s
A Soldier’s Story at the
Shanghai Oriental Art
Center on Oct 22.

The week's activities
inside the Expo Garden
will coincide with an
exhibition named Style
Hong Kong highlighting
fashion and design from
the region.

The exhibition will
run at the Hong Kong
Design Center in Bridge
8, a well-known com-
pound for artistic and
architectural firms in
Shanghai.

Another exhibition
focusing on contem-
porary art from Hong
Kong is taking place
at the same time at
the Shanghai Museum
of Contemporary Art
(MoCA Shanghai) in
People’s Square.




