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Like reality, only better?
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Vocabulary: Innovation 73 £Y#F

We've landed on the moon and sent spacecraft
to Mars. But how would you like to take a stroll
around the red planet itself, having a closer look
at the rocky Martian surface from all angles?

Well, for those of us who can't afford our own
rocket ship, experiences like this are now a
'virtual' step closer, thanks to AR technology.

The letters stand for 'augmented reality', and Travel the world from your sofa
even if it's not the most beautiful phrase in English,
a lot of people in Silicon Valley think it will be the next big thing in tech.

AR refers to the process of displaying digital information on top of the physical world using an
electronic device. The device could be a pair of smart glasses, a tablet or even a humble
smartphone. And unlike 'virtual reality', or VR, users can physically move around and explore the
digital world, instead of being restricted to a small area. This is particularly exciting for businesses.

Alex Kipman is the creator of the HoloLens — a headset which allows people to see and interact
with holograms. During the 2016 TED Conference he even 'teleported' a hologram of a NASA
scientist onto the stage with him, a stage which was transformed into a virtual Martian landscape.

In time, AR advocates hope it will allow us to interact with a whole world that is enhanced by
multimedia provided by very clever computers - transforming not only business, but also fields like
healthcare. A doctor could see patients around the world from the comfort of her own home.

Not everyone is convinced that either the technology or the world at large is ready. Google's
pioneering pair of smart glasses, Google Glass, were deemed a "fascinating failure" by the BBC's
technology correspondent.

And Kipman himself thinks we still have a long way to go before AR reaches its potential: "We
will look back at this decade as being like cavemen in terms of technology," he said.
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I. Do Silicon Valley entrepreneurs think AR is the biggest thing in tech?
2. What is the main difference between AR and VR?

3. True or false: A NASA scientist stood on stage with Alex Kipman.
4. Which short word meaning 'technology' was used in the article?

5. What does Alex Kipman compare our stage of technological development to?

2. BREASFERICHBE R T BT A . EHFE-NMREGERBFRNGTH R
Ato

[. The surface is very hot and dry.

| Martian caveman Silicon Valley Mars
2. Many things are possible in that you can't do in the real world.
enhanced hologram virtual augmented

3. The policy was introduced six months ago but its benefits haven't been felt by the population

cavemen potential pioneering at large
4. Devices such as headsets, and smartphones can be used to experience AR.
tablet hologram tablets holograms

5. You have to work hard if you want to

reach potential  reach your potential reaches its potential reaching your potential

Take Away English © British Broadcasting Corporation 2016
bbclearningenglish.com/chinese Page 3 of 4



R
I PSR ER SO [ e

I. Do Silicon Valley entrepreneurs think AR is the biggest thing in tech?
Many believe it's the 'next big thing', so although it's not there yet, it will become
very important.

2. What is the main difference between AR and VR?
AR allows people to move around the physical world while experiencing a virtual
world, while VR restricts peoples' movement in the physical world.

3. True or false: A NASA scientist stood on stage with Alex Kipman.
False. A hologram of a NASA scientist was on stage with Alex Kipman.

4. Which short word meaning 'technology' was used in the article?
Tech.

5. What does Alex Kipman compare our stage of technological development to?
He says we're like "cavemen", which means a very limited stage of development.
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|. The Martian surface is very hot and dry.
2. Many things are possible in virtual that you can't do in the real world.

3. The policy was introduced six months ago but its benefits haven't been felt by the population
at large.

4. Devices such as headsets, tablets and smartphones can be used to experience AR.

5. You have to work hard if you want to reach your potential.
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